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Remembering

Murkot Ramunny

We saw Nehru at close quarters
immediately after Independence, along
with the other great leaders of India,
discussing, arguing, coming to decisions,
on some of the most important problems
that faced the country, and also laying the
foundation for the future. He was an
Indian first and last and a citizen of the
world. Above all he was superhumanly
humane.

Every day for fifteen years Nehru as
Prime Minister worked hard. The last two
years in failing health, he perhaps slowed
down. He turned up after dinner at night
to the residential office. One by one
waiting stenoes would come up and take
his dictation. He worked till all the files
were over, no matter what the time was.
Next morning the files were on the tables

of the offices.

He filed ‘the unforgiving minute with
sixty seconds worth of distance run’.

After a Defence Committee meeting
of the Cabinet, V.P. Menon and I, had
just got into the car, when we saw Nehru
running towards us, opening the front
door and take his seat. “V.P, take me to
my office” he said “I have only two and
a half minutes for my next meeting. My
driver is having tea, I don’t want to disturb
him”. Sitting silently at the back, I learnt
two things. One was punctuality; the
other was humanism. Nehru was always
in time, neither early nor late, and we
could correct our watches according to
the arrival of Nehru. He would often lose
his temper. But that soon passed away as
the summer clouds. He was seen to throw
a file on the ground but soon get up, pick
it up and return it to the clerk or officer,
saying ‘sorry’. He could laugh heartily and
his laugh was infectious.

He was fond of sports and riding.
Early morning after his yoga exercises, he
would take a short ride on his favourite
pony, and play with his pets, particularly
the Himalayan panda.

There used to be annual cricket
matches between the PM’s and President’s
elevens. Nehru would be immaculately
dressed for the match. Any member
coming in dhothi or shabily dressed,
would not be allowed to join. Whenever
there were Test Matches in Delhi, he
would leave the office, followed by us, to
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watch the match for some time. Nehru
would ask for the score sheet and would
be noting down the score, like a little
school boy.

During one of the Test Matches we
were having the Defence Committee
meeting. Nehru noticed that the peon
was bringing a note to me. “What’s
happening’, he asked. I said, sheepishly,
‘It is the Test score’ ; “Then why don’t
you tell us?” and he stretched his hand.
He read the slip and said ‘Sardar, see

Vishwanathan has scored a century’. He
laughed like a child. Sardar smiled and
nodded his head.

When Nehru received the minutes of
a meeting prepared and typed in my
office, he asked for the stenographer.
Ramanathan appeared before Nehru
almost trembling. “You typed this. It is
very good, tell the officer with whom you
are working that tomorrow onwards you
will work with me”. I lost Ramanathan.

Nehru was personally overlooking the
administration and tackling the Naga
insurgency after the Centre had taken
over the area. As Commissioner of the
centrally administered area, I had to
periodically report to Nehru.

The Naga People’s Convention in
1959 had asked for Nagaland to be a State
within the Indian Union. This shook the
Governor, his advisors and Secretaries in
Delhi. How could about six lakhs of
people with no income at all, claim
statchood on par with all other states?

Before taking a final decision the
Prime Minister wanted to discuss with
the officer who was on the spot. I was

called to Delhi. Nehru asked me for my

frank opinion as a person on the spot.

His words gave me strength to freely
give my opinion.

What Nagas are asking for is that the
funds allotted by the Central Government
for the development of Nagaland will be
spent by their elected representatives.
They should not have to come begging
for sanctions every time to Delhi. If this
group has to go back empty handed, no
other group is likely to come to Delhi
again. Increasing the security forces will
not solve the problems, but will aggravate
it.”

Nehru listened patiently and asked me
to write down the points on one sheet of

paper. “Make three copies, give one to
Krishna Menon and the other to Pandit
Pant”, he said.

After the Cabinet meeting next day,
at which I was asked to answer many
questions from the Ministers, Prime
Minister met the Naga delegation. He
read their first resolution, ‘Nagaland will
be a state within the Indian Union’.
Nehru said, ‘Yes it will be’. There was
complete silence. Nagas had expected a
repetition of the interview they had with
the Governor.

Nehru taught everyone two lessons.
One, how opinion of the officers in the
field had to be available to the top political
leadership to assist in decision making.
Second, when a decision has been made,
that should be announced
gracefully, without delay or
arguments.

Nehru’s knowledge of £y
the country and the people .
was unrivalled. I was on
the Mac Mohan line,
when a number of tall
Tibetans with arms
approached us saying
‘Kampa, Kampa, India India’-
Apparently they wanted to
come to India. Wireless requests
to Shillong and Delhi brought no
response. At that time Nehru and
his daughter were touring Bhutan. We
took courage to send a message to the
Prime Minister’s Camp. In a couple of
hours we got a reply. “Khampas are
friendly to us. Disarm them, and send
them down to Assam”. Much later we
found that Shillong and Delhi were
searching Encyclopeadias to find out
who the Khampas were!

How he tackled the Kashmir, Tibet,
China problems and about his non-
alignment policy are stories that have
to wait for another day.

It was Nehru who evolved a new
set up of administration and policy of
development for tribal areas. But it is
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unfortunate that most of our States have
not followed it and hence the untold
misery of the tribal people even today.

As one who was among the first batch
to be selected for tribal administration, I
would like to point out, what could be a
minor instruction to us, but had life-long
impression on me. He said “You will not
have chairs or benches for the tribal
people who come to you in batches. They
will sit happily on the floor. You will also
sit on the floor with them”. We later
realised that such action from officers gave
the tribal people self-confidence, and
created tribal peoples’ confidence in the
officers.

I remember with gratitude how Sree
Narayana Guru gave those of us who were
denied Temple entry, self-confidence, by

consecrating Temples himself

where all human beings were

allowed. Working under
Nehru we who had
served the British,
developed pride in

being Indians. m




