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below 1000 MW. The unallocated share of 183 MW
from Central pool has been cut down to just 29 MW.
The allocated share is 1041 MW. But now just 600 to
700 MW is what we are getting. The reason attributed
to this is the scarcity of coal to produce electricity at
Thalchar and Ramakundam thermal plants and scarcity
of lignite for Neyveli plant. Further, the shutting down
of Sabarigiri and Kakkad thermal plants due to
Moozhiyar mishap has caused a shortfall of 350 MW in
our power availability.

So as to tide over the power crisis of Kerala I have
met Central Electricity Minister, Jayaram Ramesh, on
June 27, 2008. But the Central Government has taken
the stand that the whole nation is facing a power crisis

The power sector of Kerala faces acute crisis.
The delay of monsoon, cutting down of the electricity
share from Central pool, shut down of Sabarigiri and
Kakkad projects due to Moozhiyar mishap etc.
intensified the crisis.

Our peak load demand is 2700 MW. But the power
availability is only 2200 MW. Because of this, the
Government is forced to implement half an hour load
shedding in the peak hour from  June 27, 2008.

As the normal monsoon is yet to come, our
hydroelectric production capacity has become a mere
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The public can attenuate the intensity of the present
crisis by avoiding unnecessary use of electricity and by
limiting peak load time consumption. Such
cooperation is highly expected from the public.
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so that the share could not be
restored. In total, the severe
deficiency of power in the peak hour
has constrained Kerala to implement
load shedding.

Our need for power is increasing.
The production of power should also
increase accordingly. Electricity is
needed to all large and small new
ventures like Smart City, Vizhinjam
Harbour, Vallarpadam Container
Terminal, Railway Coach Factory etc.
Envisaging this, the Government is
going ahead by planning electricity
projects for long time.

At the time this Government
came into power, the activities of the
projects were in a stalemate. We have
stimulated the projects of which
works were going on. As part of this,
the 25 MW Neriyamangalam
Extension has been commissioned.
Work have completed to the 3.75

MW Kuttyadi Tail Race project.
Works on 100 MW Kuttyadi
Additional Extension project are on
in war foot manner and this will be
commissioned in May next year.
Works for the 60 MW Pallivasal
Extension project and  3.5 MW
Adyanpara project have been started.
Tendered 21 MW Barappol and 40
MW Thottiyar projects and the work
is about to be awarded. The 163 MW
Athirappilly project has also been
tendered. But a case arose in the High
Court. This is the project that got
clearance from Central Environment
and Forest Department. Steps will be
taken to close the case in the High
Court and take over the work
immediately. The 40 MW
Mankulam project, 24 MW Chinnar
project and 15 small scale projects
of 100 MW are expected soon to be
tendered and works started.

Along with this, by recognising
the fact that we cannot depend upon
hydel power alone, speculations on
other sources of energy have been
started. Thanks to the pressure
extended on Central Government, a
coalfield to the capacity of 1000 MW
has been allotted to Kerala in Orissa
along with Orissa and Gujarat. These
three states have jointly formed a
mining company and have started
further steps. Thenceforward the
steps to start a thermal plant should
be taken. Talks are going on with
NTPC about generating company.

Great attention has been assigned
to wind energy production.
Permission has been given to produce
28 MW electricity from windmills at
Ramakkalmedu in Idukki and at
Attappadi in Palakkad. Production of
around 20 MW has already been
started. The Government’s suggestion

Contd. on page 45
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is that 100 MW should be produced
from wind within three years.

It is not a walk in the park to start
new projects. A detailed study is
needed for this. Envisaging this, it
has been decided to strengthen the
investigation. As part of this, the
process to create DPR for 20
projects of 500 MW electricity is
going on. This is being prepared so
as to implement during 2011-2016
period. Thus, a long term planning
for creating 3000 MW within ten
years has been prepared.

Steps should be taken to get

mega projects of the Centre.
Transmission sector is as

important as production sector. For
the effective distribution of power and
to bring power from outside, a good
transmission network is needed. For
that works are going on for a 400
KV power highway. Some stumbling
blocks in the construction of Mysore
– Areecode 400 KV line have been
solved and the work is in good
progress. Farmers had some
apprehensions about the 400 KV line
from Thirunelveli to Kochi through
Edamon to bring power to Kerala

crore project is going to be
implemented within the three years
and 200 new substations are intended
as part of this.

Such long term and short term
planning is adopted in electricity
sector. Accordingly, effective
activities are going on. But attempts
have been going on to paint in poor
light the efforts of the Government
by highlighting the matters not
related to facts.

Problems including the delay in
monsoon that the people are aware
of, are unknown to some. We could
produce electricity during the last
rainy season when our dams were
abounding with water and thus
avoiding spilling over of water. There
is no way to store the electricity
produced than making use of it
immediately. For the same reason we
could sell electricity at that time to
north Indian states at a fair rate by
forming agreements. It is the revenue
base we achieved through this that
helps us to solve the power crisis at
certain extent by buying thermal
electricity costing up to Rs.10.75 per
unit. But some people are attempting
to condemn even this fruitful power
management. They are trying to
blame the State even for the shortfall
in the share from Central power
plants. They are not even ready to
demand strongly for the restoring of
Central share. I do hope that the
people of Kerala can recognise such
false propagandas.

Kerala is still dependent on the
power generating capacity that has
been achieved while the last Left
Democratic Front was in power
during 1996 – 2001. The stuntedness
in production followed is the main
reason behind the present crisis. The
Government is presently attempting
to tide over this problem. The good
cooperation of the public is needed
for this attempt. The public can
attenuate the intensity of the present
crisis by avoiding unnecessary use of
electricity and by limiting peak load
time consumption. Such cooperation
is highly expected from the public.
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available electricity from Central
power plants and from other states
in order to increase the availability
of power in Kerala. In this case also,
strong intervention from the part of
State Government has occurred. The
State Government has reached an
understanding with other states in the
case of getting 696 MW power. It
expected that 500 MW would come
to hand from the ultra mega and

from Koodamkulam. To solve this
problem, the Chief Minister himself
convened two meetings. One expert
committee studied the issue. Still
some problems remain. That should
be solved by discussions at local level.
The 400 KV power highway will be
completed after installing 400 KV line
from Kochi to Madakkathara and
from there to Areecode. To strengthen
our transmission network, Rs.1850

Kerala is still dependent on the power generating
capacity that has been achieved while the last
Left Democratic Front was in power during 1996 –
2001. The stuntedness in production followed is
the main reason behind the present crisis.


